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JEITI6L L&jATIDN, 
kDHEOVTA * 



July ?7tfa.l9M, 


Sir* 

With reference to your circular despatch of July 

,1P?4 ( (\.5891/5231/9ft) ,i expecting the attitude of 

foreign count fires towards the League of lotions, I 

have the honour to report that up to the present the 

Government of Liberia have only considered the League 

from one arable,ee a eort of shield against the supposed 

territorial aspirations of Britain end France,and the 

annual contribution*the payment of which by this republic 

Is regarded with gr^at surprise by t.ll who Know Liberia, 

is viewed b^. 1 the Authorities as in i sense an Insurance 

premium against express ion* They rely, of oourse t on that oleu. 

which provides a guarantee in respect of the territorial 

Integrity of the aemeberc of the League. This year the 

Jatik of British 'test Afrioa refused to advance the money 

for the annuel contribution ,and ti e Government,who are 

suspicious to the point of mania ( &re said to have inferred 

t'at t) e refusal was a trick of riritain to brin^i about 

their expulsion fror, the League. Alt I curb I presume no n- 

payment of rues Is not & ground for expulsion,the 

Liberians seem to dread it,and accordingly they raised 
is ajestyfa Principal 

Secretary of State tL * 

for Foreign Affairs* 
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the finite by withholding th* PW ° f th€ yr " >utler - ° r 
« truly desperate nr».Htrt ,as that body «ae already 
, jn the point of mutiny on account of arrears of i*i* 

*. fhe whole ettltude of Liberia tow ~ « the 
tun**' or the point that « l*n« a* tt ey helonii 
to it they are *efe. H if throng tile f«r Mat the 
Lr,,;ue night opesetC to secure eooe Improvement In the 
conditions here.where e dwindling handful of -Aiearloo- 
Llh*ri;ne" tiFgorrrue or fells to govern >• lnr& 

lndieencus population. The eshr— f ? l?7C* 
imk ticm enterprise of the For* fWuP.i a It eventuate. . 

, f<c , well accentuate tic prevailing corruption,?:^ A 

t:.ink c time cry owe v>.*n we nay have to <*>»alrer the 

advisability * a Co-oniseton of the L*Mp» Investigating 
conditio Ure.if such a ftep la possible.! would not 
» ere to reootiiwa tLi* unless 1 were sure that the 
eu nations I made In various despatches as to the 
desirability of a new Loan .with extended oontrol by 
way of guAre-ntee. had oome to nou *).t by reason of 
American indifference or In other ws.ye.In Mgr owe euo’ 
invitation to the Lee*!* bo Interest Itself in Liberia 
should not,! feel.br extended without the approve! of 
the taxrloan £>eearta?nt. 1% might in » «• raPpPote 
~-, r p .arm than good .and Ladetd in a oountXJf where the 
witnesses can be eliminated and evidence euppree.ed wiM 
gr*->.t ( **(,a ooiraleBlon of enauiry would enoount-r 

difficulty. 

3. go much for the League In its relattweUp 

to Liberie fron a pruotloal standpoint* to nRnl 
ln „, ;l0l It is viewed in th« ^public,it Should be state - 

tl:et it Is fcniwn.of oouree .only to the at. 11 

element on the dO:.f*t. deyondl the point above Indict ted 
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I Const that muoh interest Is taken In the hr&tfae Wre* 
bo far as. I c-uld ictl.tr their viewe reflect the altitude 

of the Jwi a Ip 1 or .Mu* r loan periodical? t'j which V 
happen to eutecribe* Some appear to regard it hs o 
sche-rie promoted by l^erlirtf which wily dliiimat? 11 iirid 
wicked politicians are turning or endeavouring to turn 
to tlii.lr own uetfft.Othere view It ep e pre-eminently 
gallophile instltuticr: t Uf*ad by the French end eir 
friend* in other countries to promote a kind of Prenoli 
hegemony In Furore.As the French srv more hated end 
distrusts here then outfc! ver *the League liar no friends 
ew>ng those w: o 1 old this >pit*i >ri, 

u t I doubt that the League haa any rincere 
friends or admirers in Liberia. If ih be t rue that >ur 
outlook Ip by nir environment.this is nst 

unnatural. BUe small governing class .living ar thf y do 
between powerful nei^a^ure whom they sue pact of f dir ire 
to posorb them,with a<u» or lesa wild tribes v j the * ®t 
held in dheok by well - armed force jltpelf s menace when 
not p^ld.and a numeracy Kru population in the ocpt 
towns ready and eancr to rise and cot their thror.tr at 
a favourable opportunity,It v:ovlc bp strange if ■ e-" 3 € 
people 1**1 much frltli in tie b t<- ride of lumen nature. 

h£?ain t) ey may feel some doubts about 

tl # slnorritv of th^ L«*vrue If only because of their 
being admitted to It. I do not know how to express briefly 

this aiiprot of the matter other then by saying that If 
a oraottslng burglar were admitted to the polioe t > r c* 
guaranteed certain immunities # and invited to Jq 1 a. in 
the suppression of oriiae,hif eeaeutiuns would be 
oonoamble to there of the Liberians on becoming members 

of 1&Ji« Lea^us. 
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6. ?her® Is no body in Liberie similar to tlie L eC( nie 
of SntioM Union. There Is no special Government 
Department or organisation here for doling *ith League 
of iJatlons questions. The Departmente of the Liberian 

Government are essentially''one man" affairs. The number 
of educated negroes capable of conducting e Departsnt 
Ip limited end dwtndllng.Thue the Department of State 
or Foreign Office is "run" by ^ ^ in A rolay.with 

female stenographers *nd cue ox tec registry end 

filing clerks.hr tiarolay is a soi.olar jf »j mean 
attainments, but an utterly unprincipled scoundrel as 
well, and the relatione of Liberia with the Lestrue will 
always be a compromise between his views and those of 
the President os long as the pr-e^nt C. bluet continues. 

When he Is absent or 111 the business of the Department 
stagnates.unless ! e goes on a long Journey when the 
President would toko It over himself. Thtre'IS a so- 
called Chief Cleric of superficial education and no 
Intelligence .who in spite of his title Is really a 
filing clerk : his Immediate subordinate o tmgea • is 
official designation to suit the occasion- -t en I calleo 
at the Iapartment of State recently with the Commander 
of a drttlsh warship he received us in the ,-uise of 
Commiea loner of Communications ,a rank Invented for the 
emergency. It will thus be clear tint the Lea fc ue >-as 
to do solely with the Secretary of State of the -Public 

find til.# Pt£ 1 ’ n't« 


I h&v# the honour to o©, 

Sir, 

trutli £Jid rtfl: e e '* ( 
Your most obeolent 

Tttmhl a B rwnt, 







